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Waste collection workers sort through battery packs at a hazardous waste drop-off in Homer Glen earlier this month. Similar
one-day local waste collections will be scarce this year. (Tribune photo by Antonio Perez / October 5, 2009)
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Cook, DuPage County hazardous waste
collection days to be cut
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Residents in suburban Cook and DuPage Counties looking to
get rid of gasoline, lawn chemicals and other hazardous
waste this year will have to make a real effort -- by driving to
one of only three permanent collection sites in the area.

That's if they want to respect the environment.
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Otherwise, they'll just dump the stuff -- and that has officials
worried.

Because of the state's budget woes, the Illinois
Environmental Protection Agency in the summer canceled
its popular one-day hazardous waste collections. There were
20 to 30 of these across the state each year, including six to
seven in the Chicago area, said Dave Walters, manager for
the agency's waste reduction and compliance section."It was
a very difficult decision," Walters said. "These are very
popular programs, and they're very environmentally
beneficial."

Experts say household hazardous waste -- like oil-based
paints, paint thinners, drain cleaners, lawn chemicals,
medications, fluorescent light bulbs and gasoline -- can cause
environmental damage if not disposed of properly. That made
collection days an important service for people unable or
unwilling to drive to permanent collection centers.

The permanent centers are in Naperville, Gurnee and at
Goose Island in Chicago. For a lot of people, it can be a long
haul to go, say, from La Grange to Naperville or from
Northbrook to Gurnee.

There are a few local collection programs. In Will County, for
instance, the Land Use Department has four to five one-day collections a year for county residents,
said Dave Hartke, household hazardous waste event coordinator. Most recently, events were held this
month in Plainfield and Homer Glen.

The Solid Waste Agency of Lake County holds "mobile collection events" for county residents from
April to November. The next one is scheduled at the Mundelein Metra station, 205 N. Archer Ave., on
Nov. 7.

But, like Cook County, DuPage County depended on the EPA's one-day events and now refers
residents to the agency's permanent site in Naperville. The EPA's last one-day collection in DuPage
County was in October 2008 in Carol Stream, said Joy Hinz, environmental specialist for the county.
At that event, 1,430 households dropped off materials, and some 223 55-gallon drums of waste were
collected.

If discarded with regular garbage, hazardous waste can end up in landfills where mercury, lead, arsenic
and other chemicals can seep into the soil and groundwater.

Though collection days help prevent such damage, they come at a high cost. IEPA officials said the
one-day collections cost $62,500 per event, on average, and the state agency usually budgeted about
$2 million to $2.5 million per year for them.

This year, IEPA budgeted $800,000 for household waste collection, but the money will be used instead
for the state's permanent collection sites, officials said.

News that collection days had been canceled surprised many village officials, who said residents
depend on them for proper disposal of their hazardous waste.

"There's a great need for it," said Steve Barrett, director of Public Works for Oak Lawn. "A lot of
people are calling and asking, 'How can I get rid of this?' We really don't have any direction to give
them. Even if we had to collect, we would have had to find someone to get rid of it. I don't think there's
any easy solution right now."

Barrett said he's hopeful the IEPA will find a way to hold a few collection days next year. The village
receives 10 to 20 calls a month regarding hazardous waste, he said. Walters said a collection day
most likely would be next year, if at all.

In past years, one-day events usually attracted 1,500 to 2,000 residents, he said. Paint is the most
common item dropped off, followed by motor oil and lawn chemicals. Walters recommended that
resident carefully read the labels on the materials before determining how to dispose of them if driving
to a collection center is not feasible. Communities may be able to sponsor their own collection days if
they work with a health or nonprofit organization, he said.

But most villages don't have the means to sponsor a collection event, said Ed Paesel, executive
director for South Suburban Mayors and Managers Association.

"Because of the economy, most of our communities are laying off people, or, at the minimum, not hiring
or cutting back," he said.

Oak Forest Public Works Assistant Director Rich Rinchich said the city receives calls each week about
hazardous waste and he refers them to some local vendors that collect material such as batteries. But
the one-day collection events will be missed.

Medical Waste Removal & Disposal
Services in the Chicagoland Area.
www.lbmedwaste.com

Medical Waste Disposal
Medical-Dental Offices, Hospitals,
Veterinarians - We Reduce Costs!
www.PhysiciansWasteServices.com
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"I realize it's a financial situation, but I would like to see them restore funding, at least on a partial
level," Rinchich said.

Karen Rozmus, waste reduction manager for Oak Park, said budget constraints also led to the
cancellation of the popular Partners for Waste Paint Solutions program, where residents could return
leftover paint to a store for disposal or for reformulation. Any paint that was still leftover was collected
and disposed of by the EPA.

Rozmus sees a simpler solution for disposing of hazardous materials: decrease use.

"A large part of the solution has to be creating an educational component about how not to have this
stuff in the house in the first place," she said.
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A simple solution would be to require that any store that sells any recyclable item be required to
accept that same item for recyling. Of course, this is to be done without charge to customers. These
companies should already have procedures to deal with hazardous waste.
CynicR (10/28/2009, 4:00 PM )

Report Comment

I love the part where Karen Rozmus, waste reduction manager for Oak Park says "A large part of
the solution has to be creating an educational component about how not to have this stuff in the
house in the first place," Now since one of things that needs to be disposed of as hazardous waste
are fluorescent light bulbs, including the current darling of the green movement the compact
fluorescent light CFL bulbs, what are we supposed to do? I know that I have taken more than 50
CFL's to be disposed of over the past 5 years. Funny thing is that I have only been using CFL's,
which are supposed to last up to 10 years, for less than 5 years, making the duration claims a joke.
wdriscoll (10/28/2009, 3:05 PM )

Report Comment
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